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[TepiAnyn :
The Augustaion was one of Constantinople’s public squares with along history. It was lying to the south of Hagia Sophia, at the heart of public life
and of administration. It was formed by Constantine the Great and it was named thisway in honor of his mother. In this areafrom time to time alot of
changes took place. Gradually it lost its public character and became the forecourt of Hagia Sophia. It served at the imperial ceremonies. The square
was decorated with columns surmounted by statues. The most famous of them was the equestrian statue of Justinian.

XpovoArdynon

4th-13th c.

Il'eoypapikdg evromopog

Constantinople, Istanbul

Ovopooieg

AU yovotai ov, Ag yovaotiov, AG youotéwv, Ab YOUGTET OV, AU YOLGTEDV
Tomoypapikodg eVTomcuodg

In place of the square that is now between the Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmed) and Hagia Sophia

1. Introduction

The Augustaion! was an open space that lay until today south of the church of Hagia Sophia.? It was named this way in honor of the
mother of Constantine the Great, to whom the title of Augusta had been bestowed. In this area stood her statue rested on a column.3
It is not possible to determine with any accuracy its dimensions.” It preserved its prestige throughout the centuries because of its
vicinity with buildings related to the public life and to the administration. It carried a great ideological and symbolic meaning, while it
connected the great church of Orthodoxy with the imperial ceremonial.

2. Function

The Augustaion initially functioned as afood market. When porticoes were added surrounding it, it started to lose the air of a public
square. After the rebuilding of Thomaites in the 7t century its relation with Hagia Sophia became all the more closer. Only Procopius
among the historians® calls the area"a yopav" (forum). The rest of them think the Augustaion as a forecourt annexed to Hagia Sophia.

"non non

The middle Byzantine and late Byzantine sources characterize it as"ad Aqv", "ad Aaia”, "Tpoavitov” (courtyard) etc.5 It was
intended for imperial processions. The emperor crossed the Augustaion in order to enter into the church of Hagia Sophia. During the
coronation of the emperors the people and the army were gathered there. The existence of gateways as well as the fact that the open
areawas enclosed with walls and attests that the access to the area was restricted.

3. History of the monument - Building phases
During its long history, the Augustaion had been undergone many changes, and various building phases have been discerned.
3.1.2nd - 3rd centuries

Septimius Severus erected a square with four surrounding porticoes, the so-called Tetrastoon.” It was a food market. Any
information about the monument is limited. The Augustaion occupied a part of this square. At the center of the Tetrastoon there was

the statue of god Helios upon a column.®
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3.2. 4th century

Constantine the Great after the transfer of the capital of the empire to Constantinople in 330, founded public buildings and embellished
older ones, so as the ancient city changed its appearance. At the end of one of the porticoes of the Tetrastoon the temples of Rhea
and Tyche were erected. In the eastern part of the square the Augustaion was formed. At the southwest of the Augustaion there were
the baths of Zeuxippos,® whereas at the east one of the two Senates built by the emperor. At the northwest the Milion extended,
where al the distances starting from Constantinople were calculated, and the Basilica, an existing edifice. From Milion and Augustaion
started a road flanked with porticoes, Regia or Mese, which defined the south side of the square. In 360 the first Hagia Sophia was
erected, which have been remained until today in this place beyond any changes.

3.3. 5th century

In 404 Hagia Sophia and the Senate were burnt down and were rebuilt in the same area. Near the Augustaion there were porticoes,
shops, workshops, private residences, the Tribunall and a monastery. Between Hagia Sophia and the Augustaion the Patriarchate
was built. On the eastern side of the square, next to the Senate was lying Chalke Gate, ! the monumental gateway to the Great
Palace. In 459 under Leo | the Theodosios!? surrounded in all probability the Augustaion with porticoes.

3.4. 6th century

In 532 during the Nika Riot, the Augustaion and the nearby buildings were burnt down to ashes.13 These buildings were restored by
Justinian.®* During this period the area took its final form.1® The square was still adjacent to many important buildings, such as new
Hagia Sophia and the Great Palace. The Augustaion was paved with marble paving-stones'® and the famous column of Justinian was

placed. According to Procopius the square had porticoes on all four sides.’ Thus, the Augustaion was formed into a closed areawith
porticoes and walls. On its southern and its western sides were opened the Pinsos Gate and the Melete Gate that connected Mese
with Augustaion.

3.5. 7th century

During the 7th century on the southeastern side of the Augustaion a big edifice was probably built by patriarch Thomas | (607-610),
the so-called Thomaites. It remained in this place until the 16t century. This period of time the Senate was identified with Magnaura.

The «Thomaites» was a thre-aisled, apsidal auditorium, associated with the Graet Palace complex.18 According to the sources, the
hall was preserved until the 16th century.

3.6. 12th - 13th centuries

In 1182 during the revolt of caesar John Komnenos against the empress Mary of Antioch!? the rebellions occupied Augustaion,
Milion? as well as the church that Alexios | had built in the 11t century at the west of the square. The imperial army demolished the
gates of the Augustaion, in order to confront the enemies that had found shelter inside.2! After the end of the Latin occupation, around
1268/ 71, the Augustaion and some other adjacent buildings appear to have belonged to the property of Hagia Sophia.22

3.7. 15th - 16th centuries

According to Buondelmonti, in the early- 15" century the Augustaion was in a state of ruins.23 In the middle of the 161" century,
according to Pierre Gilles, only the fragments of seven columns were still preserved from the square.2*

4. Decoration
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The Augustaion was decorated with statues, often placed upon honorary columns. Constantine the Great erected a statue for his
mother Augusta Helen surmounting a column of purple marble. On the sguare stood his own statue as well upon a column, the base of
which was flanked by the statues of his three sons, of Licinius and later of Julian. It was replaced by the silver equestrian statue of
Theodosios the Great. In this case as well the column was surrounded by the statues of his sons. Among the most important
monuments was the column of Justinian surmounted by his colossal equestrian statue.2° It took the place of the statue of Theodosios
the Great whose horse probably was reused. He held on his left hand an orb, while his right one was raised towards the East
expressing his protection. In front of this monument the statues of three barbarian kings stood in a posture of submission. The base of
the column of the silver statue of Eudoxia (wife of Arkadios) has been preserved, which stood in front of the Senate, south of Hagia

Sophia.Z8 The column with the statue of Leo | was also placed in the same area with the previous one.?
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Mwccdp1o :
praefectus urbi (prefect of the city)

(later referred to as the eparch of the city) Administrator and virtual governor of Constantinople in the Early/Middle Byzantine Era. He was
responsible for the surveillance and the harmonius life of the Capital. One of his responsibilities was to control the commercial and
manufacturing activities of Constantinople. After 1204, however, the office began to diminish, while from the 14th century, his
responsibilities were assumed by two officers, the so-called kephalatikeuontai of the capital.

stoa, portico, the
A long building with aroof supported by one or two colonnades parallel to its back wall.
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