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[Mepiinym :

The Byzantine family of Maniakes came from central AsiaMinor and emerged in the early 11th century. Its first known member is Goudelios
Maniakes. His son, George, distinguished himself during the wars against the Arabs on the eastern border and in Sicily. In 1042-1043 he rebelled
and was finally killed while fighting against the imperial troops. Theophylaktos Maniakes, another distinguished member of the family, became a
strategosin 1057. After the 11th century, we |lose trace of the Maniakes family.

Tonog ko Xpovog I'évvmonc
10th century

Tomog ko Xpdvog Gavatov
11th century

Kvpua [dtomnta

Aristocrats, military officers, revolters

1. Emergence of the Family

The Maniakes family, whose residence was in Asia Minor, became powerful in the Middle Byzantine period, particularly at the end of
10th and in the 11th century, while its members distinguished themselves as military officers. Having become powerful, some of them
rebelled against the imperial authority.

2. Prominent Members

The first known member of the family is Goudelios Maniakes, who was possibly born in the third quarter of the 10th century. Thereis

no information about his roots, although some scholars believe that he was of Slavic (probably Bulgarian) origin. Nothing is known
about his birthplace or whether he was of noble descent.

There is more information about the son of Goudelios, George, who was born towards the late 10th or the early 11th century and is
known to have owned large estates. It is also known that his property and that of Romanos Skleros abutted in the theme of
Anatolikon, in central Asia Minor. There is no more information about the marital status of George, apart from the fact that he was
married and a brief reference to hiswife.2 Asa result, nothing is known about his relations with the other identified member of the
family, Theophylaktos Maniakes, who must have been born in the first quarter of the 11th century.

There is no evidence about the education or the upbringing of the family members. In all probability, they must have received an
education higher than the usual general studies, as they made a career in the army as officers.

3. Activity of the Maniakes Family

Historical sources provide scant information about the career of Goudelios Maniakes, unless he is actually identified with the
aristocrat accused of conspiracy against Constantine V111 (1025-1028). His son, George Maniakes, was serving in 1030 as a

of the theme of Telouch. In August of the same year he eliminated a force of 800 Arabs, who were returning triumphantly
after their victory over Emperor Romanos |11 Argyros (1028-1034). As areward he was awarded the title and
commander of the cities along the border of the Euphrates River, with Samosata of Mesopotamia as his base. Towards the late
October 10313 he managed to occupy Edessa and repel a counterattack by the local Arab emir. For this success George Maniakes
was awarded the honorary title

In 1034-1035, by order of the new Emperor Michael |V Paphlagon (1034-1041), he was transferred from Edessa to V aspurakan.
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In 1037-1038, at the head of an expeditionary corps, he was sent to recapture Sicily, occupied by Muslims at the time . Thanks to
his military skill, George Maniakes was highly successful and subordinated severa cities of east Sicily by defeating the Arabs of Sicily
and North Africain Ramettain 1038 and in Dragines in 1040. However, his conflict with patrikios Stephen, commander of the fleet
in Sicily and brother-in-law of the emperor, resulted in his being slandered by the latter. Towards the end of 1040 he was recalled to
Constantinople and was imprisoned as a suspect for rebellion.

In the beginning of 1042 the new Emperor Michael V Calaphates (1041-1042), son of patrikios Stephen, set him free and sent him
back to the West. Michael V was deposed in April 1042, but shortly later Empress Zoe appointed Maniakes as commander in Italy
and honoured him with the title of

In the summer of 1042, in Italy, George Maniakes confronted successfully the revolted Norman mercenaries but showed cruelty to
the populations of the cities he reoccupied. However, Maniakes did not manage to complete his mission because he was recalled
when Constantine I X Monomachus (1042- 1055) ascended to the throne. In August- September 1042 he was removed from the
command of the troops in South Italy because of Romanos Skleros, who took advantage of his influence over the emperor (his sister
was the mistress of Monomachus) and took revenge for earlier disputes over land property. The reaction of Maniakes was to openly
rebel against the emperor. During the battle (between April and June 1043) in the area of Marmari, near Amphipolis of the Struma
(Strymon) River, George Maniakes was fatally injured.

As regards the activity of Theophylaktos Maniakes, the third identified member of the family, who was loyal to Emperor Michagl VI
(1056-1057), it is known that in the summer of 1057 he failed to dea successfully with the rebel |saac Komnenos in Bithynia and
resorted to Constantinople.

In general, after the 11th century, the Maniakes family does not seem to have played any active role in the political and military
matters of the empire.

4. Evaluation and Opinions

In Byzantine sources comments are made only about George Maniakes. We are given definitely favourable opinions, as al historians
underline his military skills and his courage. Even the scholar Michael Psellos, who was a mamber of the emperor Constantine 1X
Monomachus' court, seems to be impressed by the great size and the spirit of Maniakes, whom he knew personally. What is more,
the scholar reports that Maniakes rightly earned his promotions and offices, while the accusations made against him at times came
from aspersions cast on him or calumnies. Only the sources of western origin are against George Maniakes and they repeatedly
report the atrocities he committed in South Italy. The fact is that his name remained indelibly graven on the memory of the peoplein

the areas where he lived and was active.*

Most modern scholars don't argue against the positive depiction of George Maniakes in Byzantine sources. Although there are certain
historians who disagree with the opinion that the court of Constantine IX was the only one responsible for the developments that led
to Maniakes rebellion and death, most of them evaluate his actions positively and recognise his military skills.

1. Goudelios Maniakesis usually erroneously identified with Goudelios who was punished as a conspirator by the Emperor Constantine V111 (1025-
1028). See A. I'. K. Zappidng, 'ewpyioc Maviaxng. Kataxtiioeig kot vmoviusvon ato Bvlavtio tov 11lov arwva (Athens 2004), pp. 29-32 including
criticism of the earlier theory supporting the Maniakes family was of Turkish origin.

2. Theinformation that Maniakes was married and that his wife remained in the family estatesin AsiaMinor while he was away in Italy, is provided by
Skylitzes, I. Thurn, (ed.) lohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New Y ork 1973), p. 427, 65-66.
According to C. Brand — A. Cutler, ‘Maniakes George', The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 2 (New York - Oxford 1991), p. 1285, there was some
George Maniakes possessing land in Central Greece, who may have been a grandson bearing the same name, unless he can beidentified with the
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strategos. In case he was a grandson, he may have possessed the seal presented by K. M. Kovotavténovrog, ‘H oppayig tov otpatnyod Mavidkn’,
Enetypic Eraupeiog Buolovuvav Zrovdmv 9 (1932), pp. 123-128, which probably did not belong to strategos Maniakes.

3. The exact chronology is based on the analysis of the Arabic sources by W. Felix, Byzanz und die islamische Welt in friiheren 11. Jahrhundert
(Byzantina Vindobonensia 14, Wien 1981), pp. 128, 143-145; A. Zoxvbnvdg, Bulavtivij Iotopia 324-1971 (Athens 1972), p. 467, and Awotepivn

Xpiotogiionovrov, Bolavrivii lotopia? 2 (Thessaloniki 1997), p. 197, believe that Edessa fell in 1032.

4. The name ‘Maniakes tower’ has been preserved for buildings in Edessa, Syracuse, Dragines and Messinaof Sicily. In Messinathereis achurch
called SantaMariadi Maniace. Moreover, it seems that notable citizens of Italian cities were given the general’ s name as their baptismal or family name
and this must explain the existence of some Giorgio Maniacein Taranto in the 12th c. Finally, the name of George Maniakesisfound in the
Scandinavian epics of the 13th c. See A. T. K. ZafBidng, Iedpyiogc Mavidkne. Karaxtioeic kai vrovouevon ato Bolavtio tov 11ov audva (Athens
2004), pp. 22, 35, 45-46, 63.
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Mwocdpto :
magistros

Higher office that Philotheos in his Kletorologion places above the anthypatos. This title lost its importance from the 10th century and
gradually disappeared - most probably in the middle of the 12th century.

patrikios
(from lat. patricius) Higher title of honour, placed, according to the "Tactika" of the 9th and the 10th centuries, between anthypatos and

protospatharios. It was given to the most important governors and generals. Gradually, however, it fell into disuse and from the 12th
century did not exist any more.

protospatharios

Thefirst spatharios. A higher byzantine official of the imperial hierarchy which usually permitted participation in the senate. It was awarded even to
eunuchs. After the 11th century, it gradually lost itsimportance. It was also an honorary title.

strategos (“genera")
During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the

military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.
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Information from sources about members of the Maniakes family
1. Accounts of John Skylitzes
1.1. The Victory of George Maniakes against a Force of 800 Arabs, August 1030

Tote d1) I'ewoyiov o0 Mavidkn tob B€patoc 0TEATIYOUVTOS

TeAovy, Agafeg OKTAKOOIOL HETX YAVQOL TOL PQOVILATOS UTTOOTQE-
PavTeg Ao TN TEOTNS KAl TOOS AVTOV TAQAYEVOUEVOL ElKELV TNV Ty (-
otV €KEAEVOV KAl TV TOALY KATAALTIELY TOU PacAéws EaAwKOTOS Katl
movtog ToL Pwpaicov otpateduatog dodnv amoAwAoTog, kat un éavtov (5)
TEOPAVEL KIVOUVQW EKOEdWKEVAL T)UEQAS YAQ DAAUTIOVOTG OLKTOWS

avTOG Te Kal ol oLV aUTG AToAoDVTaL TTeQLOTOLXNOEvTeG. O D& déxeoBat
Tdxa TNV maeatveoty dOEAG Kat momjoeLy T kKeAevopevov vromtevBeic,
OlTA T€ KAl MOTA TOVTOLS ATOXQWVTWS EKTEUPAGS davamavey EéAevev
£ovtovg, g ap' NUéQa avTOG EV 0LV TOLG oLVOLOLY aUT@ araAlaynoetat, (10)
avToUG d¢ KLEIOLG KataoToeL TG MoAews TeAovy kal ME&VTWV TV
Popaikwv xonpatwv. ot d¢ Toig te AdyoLs Kai Tols €0yols dpevakiobévteg,
Kal g abpov taxa amoApecBat tx mavta vetAnpodtes, mMEOg mMdTovg

Kol péBag ETpAmMoay Kal €v mAoTt) adeiot Kotk AUEQLUVIR DLEVUKTEQEVOV. O

0¢ QL pHéoag VUKTAGS OlVWHEVOLS aTolS Kal adoovtiotws émttiBetal (15)
KOLHWEVOLS, Kol TOUTOVG HEV TavTag antéodatev, DPeideTo d¢ Kkal dia-
Kkoolag 0ydorKovta kKaAovg mePOQTWHEVAS Kal AN RELS ayaBwv moav-
tolwv Popaik@v. tag ¢ Qlvag kal Tt QT TV MeTOVIWY ATOTEUWY
dteropoev v Kammadokia t@ Pacidel, H1ON anod T puyng katetAndott
oV 100 Pwka olkov Katl v avt dateifovt. Ov 6 Bacidevg tov égyov (20)
ATodeEAEVOS KATEMAVW TNG K&Tw Mndlag amodelicvuoty.

Iwdvvne ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 381, 38 — p. 382, 58.

Translation: While strategos George Maniakes was the ruler of the theme of Telouch, 800 Arabs returning with a mood of
bellicosity from their victory [against the Byzantine troops] arrived in his region and ordered him to leave quickly and
abandon the city because, as they claimed, the emperor had been captured and the Byzantine expeditionary corps had been
eliminated. He was advised to avoid being exposed to an obvious danger because the following day he and his troops would
be encircled and perish in a horrible way. Maniakes pretended that he accepted their advice and obeyed their orders. What is
more, he sent them food and drinks and advised them to rest because on the following day he and his men would leave the
place, while the Arabs could capture the city of Telouch and acquire the Byzantine riches. The Arabs were deceived by his
words and deeds and, believing that everything would fall into their hands, they started to drink and booze and spent their
night without fear and precautions. However, Maniakes attacked the sleeping and drunken Arabs, who had not taken any
precautions, in the dead of night and killed them all. Two hundred and eighty camels loaded with all kinds of plunder taken
from the Byzantines fell into his hands. He severed the noses and the ears of the dead soldiers and took them to the emperor,
who had fled to the house of Phokas in Cappadocia. The emperor recognised his deed and appointed him as katepano of
Lower Medjia.

1.2. The Fall of Edessa to George Maniakes in October 1030
oVt T €tel Kait 'ecyrog (5)

mewtoomadaglog 6 Maviakng, 0 I'ovdeAlov tod Mavidkn vidg, Twv
TAQELGEATIOIWV OTEATN YWV TIOAEWV Kal €V LAOTATQ TAS OIKNOELS
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Exwv ¢ maga ) Ooponvn moAews anenepadn Edéoong. tavtng yao
v émotaociav Zalapavng éxwv 6 Tovgkog, magx Tov aunea Magtu-
QOVTIOAEwG T)TOL Miedegielp EmteToappévnv avt, Kat dweols kait Umo- (10)
oxéoeot Kal Tipaic dapBapels mapaddwot T Maviakn awol TV vu-

KTV, 0¢ TOEIS MHEYOVS Alav OXVEWTATOVG KATATXWV €VPUXWS TOVG
moALopKoDVTaG Hvveto, Bonbewav éEwbev émucaovpevos. AmopeoBavng
0¢ 0 To0 Miedegkelp apNEAS TV dAwotv pabwv kal 0ELE Emupavelg peto
dLVAHEWS OVK OALYNG émexeignoe pev tn) moAlogkia Twv mvEywv, yev- (15)
vaiwg 8¢ vmootavtog Tov I'ewpyiov amokpovoOelg kat pr) éxwv, 6 Tt

Kol dpdoeLev, AToKEIQAS TX KAAALOTA TV OlKNUATWV Kal dadOeipag

TOV TG MOAEWS KOOLOV Kal aUTHG TS HEYAANG EKKAN OIS, Kal KaApnAoLg
emBeic ta kKAAALOTA Kal T TteQidoma TG TOAEWS TTLUEL TAQADOVG,
UTexENOoeV elg MaptugovTtoAwv. adeing d& Tuxwv 6 Mavidxng, 1o év (20)
péow TN moOAews Kelpevov Gpoovolov év Aodpdet [ kelpevov] métoa Kata-
oxwv, dovautv te éEwbev mpookaAeodevos, ACPaAWS TV TOALY KaT-
€o)xeV. EVEWV OE Kal TNV WLOYQAdOV ETUOTOAT)V TOD dETTOTOV Kal KuQiov
Tnoov Xplotov, v meog Abyaov mepdBeioav, T Baotet év Bulav-

Tiw améotetdev. (25)

Iwdvvne ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 387, 86-11.

Translation: In that year the protospatharios George Maniakes, son of Goudelios Maniakes and strategos of the cities on the
Euphrates, with his base in the city of Samosata of Osrhoene, tried to capture Edessa. The city was governed by Salamane
the Turk, who had been appointed by the emir of Martyroupolis, a city also known as Mieferkeim. After he was given gifts,
promises and honours, Salamane was convinced to surrender the city to Maniakes during the night. He captured three
mighty towers and repelled the conquerors bravely, at the same time asking for reinforcement from outside. When
Apomerbanes, the emir of Mieferkeim, was informed about the fall of Edessa, he arrived without delay with a large force and
tried to recapture the towers. However, as he was repelled thanks to the brave resistance of Maniakes, and because he was
unable to do anything else, he destroyed the most beautiful buildings, plundered the wealth of the city and the large church
and, after he had loaded the camels with the most valuable lootings, set the city on fire before he returned to Martyroupolis.
Maniakes was free to capture the acropolis, built on a rocky hill in the middle of the city, asked for reinforcement from
outside and safely completed the capture of the city. He also sent to the emperor in Constantinople the letter he had found,
which Jesus had written to Abgar.

1.3. Transfer of George Maniakes from Edessa to Vaspurakan
petaotéAdeton 0¢ €€ Edéoong kal I'ecooylov
MATEIKLOV TOV Mavidinv, kal ToDTOV HEV GOXEWV EKTEUTEL THS Avw Mndiag

¢ kat Baaompakaviang, év Edéoorn d¢ méumer Aéovia TOV AeTeEVOQNVOV.

Iwavvne ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 397, 49-51.

Translation: Moreover, patrikios George Maniakes is transferred from Edessa and is sent to rulr the region of Upper Media,
known as Vasprakan, while Leon Lependrenos is sent to Edessa.

1.4. Mission of George Maniakes to Magna Graecia
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AmoAddap ¢ Movxovpet O LukeAlag AQXwV, OpaLXHiay HeTd ToD

Bao\éws Bépevog, ETipNON HAYLOTEOG. TOD d¢ AdeAPOD avToL AToXAY
AVTAQAVTOG VTR KATIOXVOMEVOGS & TNV Baociléws BonBetav katadevyet
Kol O1) oTéAAeTan petx duvapews v AoyyBagdia I'ecdgylog matikiog

0 Mavidkng otoatnydg abToKQATWE, oLV avTy d¢ kat &AQXwVv ToL atoAov (5)
Ltépavog matoiklog, 6 €m' adeAdn) Tov PaciAéws yapPog.

Iwavvng ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 398, 88-93.

Translation: After Abu al- Aouar Mohammed, the ruler of Sicily, allied with the emperor, he was awarded the honorary title
of magister. But when his brother, Abu Haphs, revolted against him and defeated him, he asked for help from the emperor. It
was then that patrikios George Maniakes was sent with troops to S. Italy as chief commander. Patrikios Stephen, husband of
the emperor’s sister, was also sent there as fleet commander.

1.5. Successful Expedition of George Maniakes against Sicily

Aot d¢ kal 'ewpylov matouciov To0 Maviakn v LikeAiav
KataAaBOvTog, ol tadTng &QXOVTES Kol avTadeAPOL OTELTAEVOL TTQOG
aAAnAovg éomevdov ameAdoal TODTOV TN VIIOOUL. dLO kal CUpp oy

€& Adowng peteméppavto XIAdag mevirkovia. )¢ éABovong yivetoa
OLUPOAT KpaTax Kata to Aeyoueva Pripata, kai toémetat kato koatog (5)
toUg Kapyxndoviovg 6 Mavidkng, Tooo0Tov Yevopévou GpOovov, we Tov
TIOQAEREOVTA TTOTAHOV TMAT|UUVENOAL T alpaTt. peta d¢ Tavta eile

TMOAEIS LIKEAKAS TOLOKADEKA, KAL KATA HUIKQOV TQOIWV TATAV €XELQW-
OQTO TNV VIjOOV.

Iwavvne ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 403, 22-30.

Translation: As soon as patrikios George Maniakes arrived in Sicily, the potentates of the island, the two brothers, reconciled
and tried to turn him out. They sent for an allied force of 50,000 men from N. Africa. When the force arrived a great battle
was fought in the area of the so-called Rhimata and Maniakes devastated the Arabs of Africa. It was a horrible massacre and
the nearby river turned red from the blood. Then Maniakes captured thirteen cities of Sicily and gradually gained control
over the entire island.

1.6. Victory of George Maniakes at Dragines and Developments after the Battle

‘Ev 8¢ ZuceAla avadapwv maAw éavtov 6 Kagxnddviog, kat ddva-

pv moAAQ peiCova g meoTépag abpoioag, éoxetat MEOg LikeAlav TOv
Moaviakny ékeibev €EwONOWV. Kal 0TQATOTEDEVOAUEVOS €V TLVL TIEOLADL
vTtia kat dvamemTopévny (Agaryvatl 1) medlxg EKAAELTO) EKALQOOKOTIEL TOV
mOAeHOV. TOUTO d¢ Habwv kal 6 Mavidkng, doag tag mepl avTov duva- (5)
pets vmavtdlel, EmokNPag MEOTEQOV TQ) MATOUKiW LTePAVW T TOD
Baoléws yapPoq, ToL 0T0A0V, WG ElMOUEV, AQXOVTL, ATGAADS THEELY
TNV TaQAAL0V, U1 ws ToAépov kgotnBévtog toamneic 6 Kagxndoviog
AG&On dLadEas Kat oikade TaAtvooThoT). kat d1 ovuBadwyv teémeto
TOVTOV VA KQATOG. Kal imTel pév twv Adowv AN00g vTep tag mev- (10)
TKOVTA XIALADAS, AUTOG dE O TOVTWV AQXWV dXdQAS TOV KivdUVOV



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY
Zoyypoon :
Metagpaon :
INo ropamopsn :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=7767>

€oxetaL &v TQ alyA@ kol keANTie EMPAS Kal g ToL Ltedpavov Aabwv
dvAakag amédoaoe TEOG TNV olkeiav xwoav. 6meQ pabawv 6 Mavidkng

€v OELVQ TE €TIOLELTO, KAl TOV Ltédpavov ovpuiavta tovtw et

TE ATOTOLG KATEKAVOE KAl TOV OEQOHACTNV dvatelvag émaloev avtov (15)
Kata TG kKepaAng ovk OALyas, 0aBvHov ATOKAA@Y Kal &vavdoov katl
TV 10D BACNEWS TTQODATNV TTOAYUATWY. O D& UT) EVEYKWV HETOIwS

TOV MEOTNAAKLIOUOV KAl TNV VPOV YOAHUATA TEUTIEL TOXV TIQOG TOV
00havoTEOdOV UNVYOVTA, WG ATOOTAOLY €l pHeAeT@V 0 Mavidkng kata
ToU Baoléws. kat O pev evOUC dEoULOG €ig TNV BacAda eloayetat kal (20)
kaBeigyvutal ovv Baolelw matokion 1@ Oe0dwpokdvw, 1] 0¢ maoa TG
apxne €€ovoia elg tov Lrépavov petatiBetat, ovvekmepudOEvtos avt®

Kal Tvog ebvovxov Baowkeiov mpatntooitov tov ITedaditov. oltiveg ovk
&v Poaxel T moaypata diepBagkaoty, aloxookedeia kal detdig kol
OAOTWVT) KATATIQODOVTEG TNV LikeAiav. 6 yao Mavidkng alowv tag g (25)
VIIOOU TIOAELS AKQOTIOAELS €V aUTAIS OKODOUEL Kal PoovEovg édioTa ToUG
tcavoug, tva ) ot £yxwetoL dovavt' av €€ émiBovAng avaktaobot tag
TMOAELS. TOVTOL d¢ deopiov, we eipnta, €g Bulavtiov avayxBévtog, g
OArywolag kat gabupiag TV &QXOVTWV KATADQAUOVTES OL €Y XWELOL,

kat dvvapy Kapxndoviowv moooeiAnddtes émutibevral taig moAeoy, kai (30)
TAG Te AKQAGS KaTéokapav, TV GEOLOWYV KQATITAVTES, Kal TAS TTOAELS
MAOAS EMAVECOOAVTO, TATV Meorvng [...] kai oUtw pév

N maoa LuceAla O 0ALyov xewpwbeloa maga To0 Mavidir), €v Booxel
X0OV@ ApeAelq KAl KAKOTNTL OTEATN YWV YéYove TaAv DO Lagaknvoug,
povne e Meonvng vmoAepOeiong kabd' 6v ToOMOV €lQrKApEY, TOU LTe-
ddvov kat tov IMedaditov Puvyovrwv év Aoyypagdia.

Iwavvng ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. 1. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantina 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 405, 80 — p. 407, 49.

Translation: In Sicily, when the Arabs of North Africa recovered from the previous defeat and after they had gathered a force
larger than before, they landed again on Sicily aiming to turn Maniakes out. The Arabs camped on a flat and vast plain
called Dragines and waited. When Maniakes was informed about the developments, he gathered his troops and marched
towards them, after he had previously ordered patrikios Stephen, the emperor’s son-in-law and fleet commander, to closely
supervise the coast in case the Arabs escaped and returned to their base after the battle. Maniakes actually confronted the
Arabs and defeated them. Fifty thousand Arabs were killed then, but their leader ran away and, after he got on a fast boat,
escaped from Stephen’s patrol vessels and went to his country. Maniakes considered it a bad development. When Stephen
went to meet him, Maniakes threw a lot of epithets at him and whipped him repeatedly on the head calling him lazy and
coward and accusing him of betraying the emperor’s interests. Because Stephen could not swallow the insulting and the
abusive language, he immediately sent a letter to Orphanotrophos accusing Maniakes of preparing a revolt against the
emperor. Maniakes was chained and transferred to Constantinople without delay, where he was imprisoned together with
patrikios Basileios Theodorokanos, while Stephen and praepositus Basileios Pediadites, an eunuch sent as a co-commander,
led the expeditionary corps. The only thing they managed to do was to lead everything to destruction by betraying Sicily
because of dishonest speculation, cowardice and indolence. When Maniakes captured a city on the island, he used to build an
acropolis and put the necessary guards so that the locals would not be able to conspire and recapture the city. However,
when he was chained and taken to Constantinople, the locals took advantage of the neglectful and inert strategoi and, after
they summoned the Arabs of North Africa to help them, attacked the cities, captured the guards, destroyed the acropolises
and recaptured all the cities except for Messina [...]. In this way, the entire Sicily, which was nearly completely conquered by
Maniakes, soon came under the Arabs again because of the careless and inefficient strategoi. Messina was the only city that
was saved, as mentioned above. Stephen and Pediadites escaped to South Italy.
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1.7. Discharge of George Maniakes and Mission to Italy as the Supreme Ruler

tov d¢ matoikov I'ecvpytov tov (15)

Maviaknyv, 1191 mapa tov MixanA ¢bdoavta tng peoveag amoAvdnvat,
HAYLOTQOV TIUNOACA OTQATIYOV AUTOKQATOQA TV &V Ttalia taypatwy
EKTTEUTIEL

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=7767>

Iwavvng ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. 1. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae

Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 422, 23-26.

Translation: Patrikios George Maniakes, already relieved of charges by Michael, was honoured with the title of magister and

was sent as chief commander of the army in Italy.

1.8. Extensive Account of the Activity of George Maniakes in Italy, his Revolt and his End

I'ecboylog d¢ paylotog 6 Maviakng év Ttadiq, wg év toig éunpooBev
elontat Adyolg, maga Zwig g PactAidog mepdOeis €' @ kataotoa-

oBat T Ekel (vOoeL YAQ TX TAVTO Kol Kakawg EpéQeto amelpiq kal GpavAotn)-
TLAQXNYWV), QOGS dmooTaciay Amedev. AELOV & elmelv EMOQAUOVTOG Kol
Tag attiag elg akopn yvawowv tov e PBLBAiw évtuyxavovtwv. éte yoo (5)
oUtog TEWTOV i Ttakiav EméudOn maga Tov Pacréws MixanA cuppoxni-
owv ATtoAadag MovxoUUEeT T¢ TG LikeAlag AQXOVTL TTOAEHOVHEVE TTAXQX
TOL oikelov adeAPOL kal TV APowV, ETUXE TQOCETAQLOAEVOS Kal
Podryyouvg mevtakooiovg Ao twv méoav Twv AAmewv T'aAAwwv
petamepdOévtag kal doxnyov éxovrac Agdovivov v kAnowv, xwoag (10)
TVOG AOXOVTA KAl UTTO UNOEVOS AyOHeVOV, Hed' @V Ta TV LaQaKnvav
elpyaoato Teomal. €mel O& 00TOog ovkoPavTnOels MaEeAVOT TG APXNS

Kol elg TNV moAy eloayBeic kabeigxOn, kal agxewv avt' avtov ¢ TtaAiag
EméudpOn MixanA mowtoomabaolog 6 Aokelaxvog, dvemitrdelog avOowTog
Kol TEOG HETAXEIONOV MOAYHATWY OVK £0PLNG, 0UKk €der)On xodvov ovyxéat (15)
Kol dldOeigat T MAVTA. L) TAQEXWV YAQ KATX KooV tols Poayyols

TO TTAQEXOLEVOV AVTOLS €' ExA0TOV UNVa OLTNEETIOV, LAAAOV O, g daat,
Kotk TOV 1)YEHOVA TOUTWV, APLYHEVOV WG avTOV €' @ magakaAéoot miwg
xonoOat Tolg oTEATIOTALS KAl PT| ATIOOTEQELV TOVTOVS TOU TV TOVWYV
poBov, UPEIoAS KAl HAOTLYoAG ATiws NVaykaoe ToLg dvOewToug (20)
ATOOTATNOAL WV OTAQ KEKIWNKOTWV 00TOC Anaoas abgoloat Tag
Pwpaikog duvAapEls kal TOUToLS CULULEAL OVK T)0EANoeV, AAA' Ev elAndag
Taypa 10 to0 OPikiov kal pégog twv Ogaknoiwv, kal cupBaiwv avtolg

&v Kavvaic meot tov Apuddov motapodv, évha katl kata Tovg maAat Xo0voug
Avvipag tag moAAag v Pwpaiwv katékope pootadas, 1ttion kat to (25)
mAéov améPade TG 0TEATIAG, aloXlotws Kal avtog év Kavvalg diow-

Oeic. obTw O& MANYELS OVOE LETA TV TANYTV KATO TOV €V TTAQOLLLIXLG
aALéa voov Eoxev, 00D OXLOWOAS EXVTOV TIAOT) T OTEATIX TIOTEPAAE

Tolg €x0p0ls, AAA' Umd Bpdooug, wg éolice, OTEATIYOUHEVOG AVTOVG TE TOVG
nrmBévrag maAw avarapwv kat ITlooidag kat Avkadvag, oimteg avanAngov- (30)
OLTO TAYHa TV POWEQATWY, TeQL Tag Aeyopévag ‘Qoag mpooeryvuto
toig €x0001¢ Kkal Teémetal avBIG KATA KQATOG, TIQOTETAQLOAUEVWY TWV
DPoayywv kat aAdo mARBog ovk dAlyov ano twv TtaA@v T@v mept Tov
[T&dov Tov motapov kait tag DMwEElag olkoUVTWY TV AATEWY. TOUTO D&
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nvBopevos MixamA 6 BaciAevg tovTov pev petéotnoe g agxne. émepe (35)
0¢ Tov Bolwavvny, dokovvTa TEAKTUKOV AvdEa elvat Kal €V TTOAEHOLS
€VOOKLHOV, Kol €lg EKELVOV AVaPEQOVTAL TIV TOV YEVOUS avapogay Tov &L
Baoweiov o0 PBaciréws év TtaAia mepdOévta Boiwavvny, 0g maoav tv
TraAiav péxot Pung téte 1@ Pacidet mageotjoato. AAAX kai 00Tog
ameABv Kot xwav Kal veadn kat akpaiov dvvauwy ur) AaBav, aAA' (40)
avaykaoOels HeTa TV TEONTTNHEVWV OLUBaAELY Tolg ExO00IC Kkt TNV
MovomoAy 111 kpatatwBeloL katl TNS XWEAS wWe WDIG &AvTEXOUEVOLS, T)TTT)-
Oeic éaAw, Kal 6 oLV AVTE 0TEATOG, GOOL UT) OO0V YEYOVAOL TAQAVA-
Awpa, &AAOG AAAaxoL dleokeddoOnoav, dixowbévtes v Toig €Tt T
Pwpalwv poovovot Ppoovgiolc. kat Aotmov ot Podyyor g TtaAiag wg (45)
dOQUKTIITOV AVTETMOLODVTO KTHHATOS, TWV £YXWRIWV WV HEV EKOVOIWS,

WV d¢ Bla kat avaykrn) TEOOXwWEOVVTWV avTols, ATV Boevdiotov kot
Tdgovvtog kat Tapavtog e kal Bagews. avtat yag al téttageg moAelg
nagépevay miotels Popaiog puAattovoat. MixanA d¢ tov paciAéwg
amoBavévtog kat Tod pet avtov EEwoBévtog g Paoitelag, 6 Maviding, (50)
we avwBev elpntat, mepdOels el Trtadlov maga g Zwig, €l katl pr) dvvapy
afloxoewv eixev, OHWG HETA TNG TTAQOVOTG OTQATNYLKALS HIXOVAIS
xonoapevog ékdiwlal ioxvoe tovg Poayyovs g TrtaAiag meot Kartvmv

kat BeveBevdov kat NedmoAwy, kal petolav Katdotaoty kat YaA v
TMAQETXE TOIC TOAYHAOLV. 00Tog 0 Mavidkng kata 10 Béua tov AvartoAr- (55)
KQV 1A olknjoels Exwv kal Popave yertovov to LrAnoq, duudpegdpevog
TEOG AVTOV MOAAAKIG ETeXelQNOEV TOUTOV AVeAELY, el pn) GLYT) THV €éQVTOD
émopioato owtnoiav. émet d¢ 1o Popaiwv oxnnroa é¢ Kwvotavtivov

NABe tov Movouaxov kat 6 ZxAneog émi péya toxne noto (émaAdakeveto
Yo T@ Movopaxw 1) To0 ZKANQoU adeAdr)) payoteog tiundeic kat (60)
TMEWTOOTEATWO, TV LG AVTOV HeUVNLLEVOS TOD I'ewQyiov Katadgop@y,
KAToXQWevVog T Eovoia kal TV amovoiay Katateéxwv To0 Mavidkr),

TA TE AVIKOVTA aUTQ €10V Kal ékelpe xwola kat el TV TovToL Koltnv
avEédNv EEVPoLoEV. Amep €xelvog €v TtaAia mubouevog fjloxale kail diempieto
Q@ BupE. dotL d¢ Katl omovdn) oL Pwpavod magaAvOeis g aoxne katl (65)
TOIG TAOLV ATEYVWKWS (1JOEL YAQ, WG OVK €L XONOTOV aUTQ TEAOG 1) €iG TO
Bulavtiov adiéig teAevtoet), tag év Ttadia duvapels avaoeioog kat
dadOelpag, dPOVTWVY TV OTOATIWTOV TAS OlKelag eV matoldag,

OmAa katd ToL PacAéws KIVEL Kal TOV pev mepdOévta dddoxov avtod

(v d¢ 6 mpwrtoomadaotog ITapdog, avne Bulavtiog, kat dt' &AAo pév (70)
0VLdEV AyaB0V, OTL O YVWOLLOG TV T@ PATIAEL, THAIKAVTNG XWEAS &OXELV
mepuPOelc) avalgel, avTog d' Eavte dadN o TeQLOELS Kal T TG PaciAeing
nagdonua avadaBwv dvayopevetal BactAets, kal mAololg EuPLBAoas Tag
duvapelg megaovtal év BovAyagia. tovto pabwv 6 PactAevg elg tagaxnV
OV TNV TUXODOAV EVETIETE. KAl YOAUHATA TIQOG AVTOV EKTIEUTIEL TAVTOG (75)
amoAvovta GpOBov TOVTOV Kol TOUG oLV VTR, TAQAKAAODVTA TE ATO-
0é00atL T OMAQ, Kol DTUOYVOVREVA TTACAV eVEQYETIaV. EMeL D' EkEIVOG
ATEYKTOG TV Kol 0V peDIETO TOD OKOTOD, AYNOXWS Kal avTog, A¢ ixe
OLVAELS, KAl OTEATNYOV aUTAIS ETILOTIOAS AUTOKQATOQR TOV OgfaaTOo-
dooov Ltépavov tov v Aapokgavelx T e Pacidelag evayyéAa tovtw (80)
dakopioavia, EKTEUTEL KATO TOD ATOOTATOV. KAL OLVAVTIWOL TX
otoatevuaTa Kati Tov Aeyopevov OotooBov v @ Maopagio kat
OULUTAOKIG YEVOUEVIC TOETOVTAL OL TteQL TOV LTéPavov, avToL 1o
Mavidkn TEONYOUHEVOL Kal TS PAAAY YRS dDXKOTTOVTOS. KAl AVTOV WG
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Baowléa evprjuovv. év Gow d¢ Tavta €yiveto, aldvdiws ék TOL (mmov meowv (85)
00T0g amébave, UNdevOs GavEVTog TOD TOVTOV TEWOAVTOS. VEEON Y&Q

E€xwv kata Tov otrjfoug kaiav TANYNv. TovTov d¢ YVwoBévTog T

Evavtio oTEATEVHATL, ATOTEUVETAL LLEV 1) KedaAT) ToL T'ewpyiov, cLAAap-
Bavovtat d¢ kal mavteg ol aUTQ CLVAQAHEVOL, KHA TI) TTWOEL TOV

G&EX1NYOL o OTAx OlParvTeg Kal €éavutoug €yxewioavtes. kal T pev BoaotAet (90)
ayyeAog ¢méudpOn xwouillwv & evayyéAa ¢ vikng, eloelot d¢ ned' fuéoag
Twag kKat 0 Ltédpavog v kedpaAnv adywv tov Mavidkn kat tovg keatnOév-
Tag &V @ ToAEU. kat dwx péong g IAateiag Boappevoag moornyov-

HEVNG TNG KePAANG dvwBev dOEATOG, Kol TWV ATIOOTATAWY OVOLS ETTOXO0V-
pévawv, avtog 0moBev elneto, (Mo Aevk@ EdeCopevos. kal o pev mepl tov (95)
Mavidknv tolovtov eiAnde TéAoc.

Iwavvng ZrvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. 1. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 425, 3 — p. 428, 3.

Translation: Magister George Maniakes, who had been sent by Empress Zoe to Italy to deal with the situation (which was
difficult because of the inexperienced and corrupt strategoi), decided to revolt. It is worth mentioning in brief the causes of
the defection. When he was sent for the first time to Italy by Emperor Michael in order to fight at the side of Abu al- Aouar
Mohammed, the ruler of Sicily, who was at war with his brother and the Arabs of N. Africa, Maniakes also recruited 500
Franks invited from France under some Ardoin, the ruler of some independent region. With their help Maniakes managed to
defeat the Arabs. However, when he was defamed and was deprived of his leadership and was driven to Constantinople,
where he was imprisoned, protospatharios Michael Dokeianos was sent to replace him as the commander of Italy. The latter
was unable to handle complicated matters. He soon made a mess of everything. He was late with the monthly wages of the
Franks, while their leader, who went to beg him to treat his soldiers better and reward their efforts, is said to have been
dishonoured by Dokeianos, who insulted and whipped him. In this way, he made the people revolt. When they recoursed to
arms, Dokeianos avoided concentrating all Byzantine troops in order to confront them, but took the battalion of Opsikion
and some Thracians and confronted the rebels at Cannes, near the Amphidos River, in the position where Hannibal had
eliminated many thousands of Romans. After Dokeianos was defeated and lost most of his army, he escaped humiliated in
Cannes. Although he suffered such a terrible blow, he did not change his attitude. He neither marched against the enemy
when he was reinforced with his entire army, but it seems that he was guided by irrational courage and, after he took with
him the same defeated soldiers as well as the Pisidians and the Lycaonians, who were the battalion of the foederatoi, and
fought against his enemies near the so-called Hores, where he was totally defeated once again, because the Franks had been
reinforced with the Italian people of the region of the Po River and the feet of the Alps. When Emperor Michael was informed
of these developments, he withdrew Dokeianos and replaced him with Boioannes, who was considered practical and useful
for war and was descended from the deceased Boioannes who had been sent to Italy by Emperor Basil and had submitted the
entire Italy as far as Rome in the name of the emperor. However, when he arrived in Italy he did not have a new and
powerful army, but had to fight in the area of Monopolis followed by soldiers already defeated by the enemy who had settled
and defended the country as if it was theirs. Boioannes was defeated and captured, while his soldiers who were not killed
were scattered in the strongholds that were still under the Byzantines. From then on the Franks considered Italy their loot
and the locals, either voluntarily or violently, submitted to them except for Brindisi, Otranto, Taranto and Bari. These four
cities remained loyal to the Byzantines. When Emperor Michael died and his successor lost the throne, Maniakes, as
mentioned above, was sent to Italy by Empress Zoe. Although he did not lead a remarkable army, he devised effective
strategies and managed to turn the Franks out of Italy; they went to the regions of Capua and Benevento of Napoli, and
thus the worst passed. This Maniakes had his estates in the theme of Anatolikon, abutted with those of Romanos Skleros.
They had a feud and Maniakes tried to kill Romanos several times, but the latter escaped and was saved. However, when
Constantine IX Monomachus assumed power and Skleros realised that his future would improve (because Skleros’ sister was
Monomachus’ mistress) and when he was awarded the title of magister and was appointed as prototrator, he remembered
the raids of Maniakes and, on taking advantage of his administrative authority and the absence of Maniakes, plundered and
burned the property that belonged to Maniakes and, furthermore, dishonoured his wedding bed. When Maniakes, who was
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in Italy, was informed of the news, he was discontent and became furious. Shortly later, when on Skleros' accusations he
was replaced, and because he was in a desperate position (because he knew that his return to Constantinople would not
have a happy ending for him), he revolted against the emperor after he had triggered agitations and a rebellion among the
troops of Italy, as the soldiers wanted avidly to return home. He killed his replacement (the protospatharios Pardos, who
came from Constantinople and took advantage of his acquaintance with the emperor in order to assume power in such a
province), while he was crowned and was proclaimed emperor after appropriating the imperial symbols. He then embarked
his troops on boats and landed on the opposite Balkan territories. When the emperor was informed of the news, he became
anxious and sent a letter to Maniakes in which he guaranteed him and his followers that they would be granted amnesty.
He also summoned them to lay down arms and promised them great honours. However, because Maniakes was indivertible
in his opinion, the emperor also gathered troops and, after appointing sebastophoros Stephen, who had announced him in
Damokraneia the news that he would become an emperor, as the absolute commander, he sent him against the revolter. The
two armies were met in the region of the so-called Ostrobos, in Marmarion, and the soldiers of Stephen fled in disorder after
the battle, while Maniakes was at the head of his side and scattered his enemies. His soldiers were applauding him calling
him emperor when Maniakes suddenly fell off his horse and died without obvious reason, although he was fatally wounded
on the chest. When the news spread on the opposite side, Maniakes was beheaded and all those who had followed him in the
revolt were captured after they had laid down arms and surrendered when they saw their commander dying. A messenger
announced the happy news of the victory to the emperor, while some days later Stephen entered Constantinople bringing
the head of Maniakes and the prisoners of war. A triumphal procession passed all along the Plateias road, while the head of
Maniakes impaled on a spear was at the head of the procession. Then came the revolters sitting on donkeys and Stephen
riding a white horse. This is how the events connected with Maniakes came to an end.

1.9. Reference to Theophylaktos Maniakes

oi d¢

OTQATIYOL ATECAV TIOOG TOV BacAén, dryyeAot thg adi&ews tov (80)
Kopvnvoo tovtw yvopevot foav d¢ AvkavOong te 6 tov AvatoAuwv
KATAQXWV TayHaTtwv, @eodpvAaktog 6 Maviakng kal ITvuépiog 6 "Ifno
NS PAAAY YOS TV Xapolavitwy 1yepovedwy, Kol dAAot ToAAol ov Alav
£xovteg 10 émionuov.

Iwavvng ZxvAiting, Zovoyic Iotopiwv, ed. I. Thurn, Iohannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 492, 62-67.

Translation: The strategoi resorted to the emperor and announced him the arrival of Komnenos. The strategoi were
Lykanthes, commander of the forces of the theme of Anatolikon, Theophylaktos Maniakes and Pnyemios the Georgian,
commander of the troops of the theme of Charsianon, as well as several other inferior officers.

2. Reference of Michael Psellos to George Maniakes. Evaluation and Valuable Information about the Life and Activity of
the Strategos

(76t.) Ilegi )G TOU Maviakn anootaciag.

(76.) O Maviakng ovtog I'ecpylog ovk aBpdov Ao (2)

TV OKELOPOPWV E€lG TO oTEATNYELV TtaeANALOWE, oVdE
XO&C eV TN OAATILY YL XQWHEVOGS KAl TIV TOV K1)QUKOG TAELY
avanAnewv, ofjpegov d¢ v parayya motevbeis, aAA' (5)
WOTEQ ATO ONUEOL AREALEVOS KAL KATX PEOXY TOOIWV

kat tovg BaBuole Poafevopevog, €wg dT) TEOG TO kKedAAatov
TNG OTQATNYIKNG AT VTNOE TAEEWS: AAA' OO Tt kKatpbov,
kal otePpavndoowv avdLg deoUX TEQLEKELTO, ETIAVIIEL VIKN)-
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$H0QOC OIS PACIAEDTL Kol KEL TO deTHWTIOLOV, TEOETEN- (10)
TETO OTQATNYNOWV Kal TG 0ANG apfdpevog duvapews katl
€ic BaTéQOL TAEVEOV TARELTTIKELTAY OL TWV KoQuPawV TOL
OTOATEVUATOS UTTOYEVELALOVTEG KAl KIVOUVTEG OUY OTtr) déov
XWOEWY, AAA" EvOa MEOG TOLVAVTIOV TJULV T KAKEVQW XWENOEL
e mpaypata. Edeooa fAw, kat &v yoadais 1v, LikeAlav (15)
alpgrowv éméumeto, kat tva ur ma' ékeltvov adoin, atipws
avlic avekaAeito.

(77.) TovtoVv éyw TOV dvdoa kat tebéapal katl Te-

Bavpaka: ovvevrivoxe YaQ avt@ 1 GLOIS OTOTA TLUTRETTEL
TG OTOATIYNOOVTL TV YAQ TV NAkiav eig dékatov aveotn-
KWG TOda, Kol Ol TOOG AVTOV OQWVTEG WOTEQY EIG KOAWVOV T
KOQUPTV 6QOLG AVEPAeTOV- TO D¢ €1d0C VT OV TEUPEQOV (5)
Kol €TITeQTES, AAA' olov €01kOG TENOTNOL €BEOVTa D& Kal

@ PBéyuaty, al te xeiges olat dixoeloat Telxn katl mMOAag
ouvvtolpat XaAKAG, TO d& GoUNUa TOUTEW OTIOLOV Aé0VTOC, Kol
TO €TUOKVUVIOV PAOOVEOV: Kol TAAA OE TQ AvdEL CUVWIX
ToUTOLS Kat oUvdgoua, Kkal 1] Priun mAeiwv v opwpévwy, (10)
Kat tag £0ediel TOV dvdea PAQPAQOS, O LV Kal dwV Kal
Bavudoag, 6 ¢ TV LOTOROVVTIWV EKELVOV AKOVOAGS KAl £k-
mAayelc.

(78.) Emet d¢ v Ttakiav amooecvAnpeBa kat

TO OEUVOTATOV TNG AQXTNS adPnenpeba HéQog, MEUTEL TOUTOV
0 0evUTEQOGC MixamA moAeurjoova HEV TOIG ETIAKOOLY aDTNY,
T O¢ KEATEL TO PéQog EmavaowoovTar Aéyw de vov TtaAiav,
ov TNV axtv EVpnaocay, AAAX Hovov O 1o mEog NUag (5)
TUT A TO KooV diwoduevov dvoua. O pév odv toig

€Keloe HEQETL PHETA MAVTOG EMOTAS TOD OTQATEVUATOC,

MAOLV €XOATO TOIG OTQATNYTHUACL, Kal dNAOG 1V Tovg péV
KATAOXOVTAG ATMEAGOWY, TIV 0& adTOL X€loa VT &AAOL
TVOG €QUHATOG AVTIOTNOWY TAlS EKelvwv émdgopais. (10)
(79.) Emei d¢ 6 pév MixomA €£cboBn tov kpatoug,

elg d¢ tov avtokpatopa Kwvotavtivov, mept ob yoadety
TOOT)ON AL, TX TN AQXTG ATEDE MOAYHAT, déOV VOV
MAoAG ATOOTOALUALALS EKETVOV KaTayeQaeLy Yoadais katl
otedavols avadeiobat pugiols kat TdAAa otetv Omdoa dn (5)
éxetvov Oepamevoely EpeAdev, AN’ 6 ye adTOKQATWE TAVTA-
TIOLOL TOUTOV KATOALYWQENOAG TOL HEQOVG, Ekeive Te vToiog
Kkatéomelpev adoouas, kat T Pactdeix méoEwOev KateBAA-
Agto moAypator €mel O€ mote kal €lg VUV avToL EAAL-
Bev 6 avn, Kal €v Kool €yvwlleto, Tvoavvika te poovav (10)
£YVoKeTO, 0VO' 0VTW deELWGS TX TIQOG EKELVOV LLETEXEL-
oloaTo: OV YQ TIQOOTIOLELTOL TO TEWS UEAETWIEVOV AYVOELY,
AAA" ¢ TEOG 1)O1) TLEAVVHTAVTA AVAQQT]YVUTAL.

(80.) ITéumet yovv mpog avtov olte ToLG Oepamev-

oovtag, ovTe ToUg AAAwG EEopaAioovtag kat TEOg to déov
petaouOpioovtag, dAA', tv' 0Utwe elmoLLLL, TOUG ATIOKTEVOLV-
Tag, 1), 10 Ye HETOLWTEQOV, EEOVEWDITOVTAS AVTQ TNV DLOLLE-
VELAV KAl HOVOVOD HAOTLY@oovTag Kal deoproovtag kat g (5)
[ToAews éEeAdoovTag: kat O KOQUPALOG TWV TRETREWV OV TV
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€V TOL0VTOLG EENTATHEVWY, 0VDE TWV TIROAXPOVTWY T XQOVW
TOALTIKG@V T OTOATIWTIKWV TOAYHATWYV EMUEAEIV, AAAX

TV €K TOLOdWV ABQOOV EMeloTeTOVTWY €lG Tt Pacidewx.

(81.) KatamAevoag youv mQOg TOV TEWS TUQAVVELY
EMEANUIEVOV, OTQATEVIATWY 1)OT1] KATAQOXOVTQ, KAl TV
€kelvov vIontevoavta APLELy, ovTe TEOdXOAPEL TOVTW WG
elonvika anayYEéAAwv EAALOeY, 000" 6AwS TEodLYYEAAEL bt
EANALOeV, AAA' domep Aabwv v Epodov tmmdtng avt (5)
aBpdov mpoonAace, kal Twv EEoaALOVTWV 0VdEV ElQNKWS,
OUOE TOLODTOV TL TQOOLULACAHEVOG Ol 00 KATAOTHOELY EAVTQ
TIV TEOG TOV avdoa évtuxiav EpeAlde, maiet avTika AaUmOWg
Tolc Oveldeot kal émamedeltal ta xaAenwtata. ‘O d¢

TOUTO aVTO 1)1 KateANdws e LMMTeveV, elta O Kkat (10)
deloag meol TV AavBavovtwy, damvovTtat T OV Kol
EMavaTelveL TNV Xelpa ToVTw, o)X ws MANEwWV, AAA' wg do-
Briowv- 6 d¢ Womep ém' avTodWEW TOUTOV €VvteDBev EAwV
TOpaVVoV, dlepaQTvpato TV Bpacvtnta, Kal eooTidno we
ovKk amodevEetat T TNAKOVTOS A0V AoyvwoTtéx Yoo (15)
TOUTW TE KAL TG HET AVTOD OTEATE TA TIOAYHATA £DOEE, KAl
oVYKLVNO£VTEG, TOV LUEV TTRETBEVTIV AVALQOVOLY, WG O' 0UK

av &AAWG aVTOLG XQNOOUEVOL TOU AVTOKQATOQOGS, TUQAVVELY
10N KaTaoxovVTAL

(82.) Ol d1) avdot yevvaie kat kopudaie TV otoa-

YKV TEXVNV TOAAOL oUVEQEUNKETAY, OVX GOOL OTQATEV-
owpov eixov v NAkiov, dAA' 1101 kai ot €' Ekatepa g
AKUNG: O 0, EmeLdT) pUI) TOlG MANOeoLY, AAAX TalG TEXVALS

kat tals éumeploug fdet & Tedmaa katopBovpeva, Tovg (5)
EUTIELQOTATOVG TROGC TTOAEUOV CVAAEEAUEVOS Kal ped' v
€KElVOG TIOAAXG LV dlemoBNoe mMOAeLS, TMAEOVWVY dE XONUA&-
TWV T KAL OWHATWYV YEYOVEV EYKQATIG, (A TOVTOLS OLVTE-
TayHEVOG, ETTL TV AVTITTEQAS YIVETAL )TTELQOV, TAVTAG UEV
dAaBwv g 8XOng pvAakag, oVdeVO TV dvtiotoatevo- (10)
pHévwv €keive ELEval ToApuoavtog, AAAX Tdvtwv DTo-
MINEAVTWV EKEIVOV KAl EKTTOOWV YEYOVOTWV.

(83.) Tox pev ovv Tegl Ekelvov ToUTor O O€ Ye

aUTOKQATWE, ETeLdN) Kol TIV ToL TRéoPews Euepadnkel dvai-
QEOLV, KAl TNV TOD TUQAVVODVTOG ATIOVOLAY, OTOATEVUA KAT'
€icelvov HuElavdQOV oUYKQOTEL elta Ot deloag TEQL TOD TV
dLVAEWY AQEOVTOG, UT) EKELVOV TQOTIWOGLLEVOG ETT avTOV (5)
xonontat Tov memopdoOTa T KATOQOWUATL Kal TOQAVVOG

aUTQ ETLOTH TOL TEOTEQOL BagUTEQOS, ATEIQOL TUAAEYEVTOG
OTOATEVUATOC Kol OGS OTteQ av EPopurioeLev eDOVS kKATOQ-
BoavTog, TV HEV YEVVALOTEQWY 0VdEVA TS TRt dIdwW-
ow, éplotnot de TavTag AvdQA, TOTOV EV T TEOG éketvov (10)
Kal EKTopiav, o0devL ¢ TV TAvVTwV TepvoAoyovuevov. Ov-
TOG &QAG EvTEDOEV €TL TOV TLEAVVODVTA OUV TOAAQD XWQEL

@ oteatevuatt. O d¢, émeldn) épepadnket wg ein ovyke-
Kwnuévov ' avtov 10 Pwpaikov Evunav otoatdnedov,

oUte amodelix 10 TAN00¢ oUte TV ouykivnow vrontooel, (15)
GAAG TTAVTA KATOTILV TV TUQAVVIKQV TIEMOMKWS AOYLOUQY,
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TEELQATOL ACVVTAKTOUS KaTaAaBely, kKal ouv eDCOVE T 0Tea-
TIx OV TEOOdOKNOElS ToVTOLS EdloTaTat.

(84.) Emel d¢ kducetvol kata foaxb ovvtax0évteg

avtéotoay, Beatal HAAAOV TOL AvOQOG 1) dywvioTal éyeyo-
veloav, toig d¢ MoAAOLS Kal v Béav UTeTéUveTo: oVTWS
QAOTEATALOG AVTOLS €D0EE, BOOVTIQV HEV TOIS OTQATIYLKOLS
Euponuact, kabmmedwv d¢ Tag parayyas, Kat oig av odpOein (5)
EKTaQAcowV TovTovg eVOVC. To pev ovv mMANBog €k mooot-
piwv ToomovTAL T YEVVALOTNTL NTTATAL O¢ TWV AvwOev
dLOKNTEWV KAl MV 1UELS TOVG AGYOUS OUK IOUEV: WG YOQ
ETTELON TLEQUWV TAG NUETEQAS dLETAQATTE PAAayYAS, Kal

Omn d' &v Ekelvog OQUNOELe dleAVETO O CLVAOTILOUOG Kat gig (10)
TOUTOW TO CUVTETELXIOUEVOV EXWQEEL TOL OTEATOTEDOV, Kol

O VAV 1)oN kata péen dteTépvetd te kat kKatedOeipeto,
TANYNV d0p6ws katd g deflag Aaydvog elodéxetal, ovk €€
ETUMOATG, AAA' eig PaBog, 60ev abpdov mAelotov Ekelbev
aiua katéopel Kal 06, woTeQ ovk aloBavOeic e mANYng, (15)
AAAG TO alpa katogéov wv, elta O TV xelpa EmiBeig

60ev kekévwTo, Kal kaiav yvoug v PoAny, toig 6AoLg
ATIELQNKWS, ETELQATO LEV ETL TOV OLKELOV EMAVIEVAL XAQAKA,
Kol oL OM Tt TWV OTQATEVUATWY AT YEV EXVTOV: WG

0' ovk eixev 1)d1N OTIWS HETEVEYKOL TOV (TTTTOV, TOU owpatog (20)
avte mavn éEaobevioavtog, kat axAvog mAnowOelong g
KedpaAng, Noépa Emotevalag Kol 600V maelxev 1) dOVALS,
A&iceatr|g e €VOVG TOL XaAvoU yivetal, kat g €doag am-
oAloBnoag, Béapa EAeetvov T Y1) KATEQQLTITO.

(85.) To d€ ye uedamnov otpatevpa ovd' 0UTWG

€0ap0eL TOV Kelpevov, AAAX kal avOLg €TelXoV ToUG XaAL-
voUG, DedoOTES Ur) TTOTE KAEUUA €N O Oéapa- we d' 6 e
IMMOKOUOG ATV, Kat 0 (mrog EAevBEpw TOdL ATAKTWS Ava

0 petaiypov €0et, mapnAnOel Tavteg OgUoavTEeS €Tl ToV (5)
VEKQOV, eltax O1) WOOVTES Kol ODavpdoavteg OOOOV HEQOG TNG
YNG €TELXEV EKTETAUEVOGS, TIV KEDAATV ATOTEUOVTEG TQ

¢ PaAayyog 1yepove moooayovotv. Eita dn émi tovtw
TOAAOL OL TOV AVdQA ATEKTOVOTEG E0XEdATONoAY, Kal AdyoL
ETTL TOUTQ OLVETIOEVTO Te Kol CUVETAATTOVTO: WG O' oLk 1)V (10)
amodeikvuoBat T Aeyopeva, dyvwoTtoug Tvag Imméag e’
avInv wounkotas éAoyomnoiovv éxkedalioat kail ToAA@V
0UTw TAATTOUEVWVY AdywV, ATOdELELS 0VdeUlnt TOIG AgyOpLé-
voig EMNV- AAA' 6t pev v Aaydva dujento, Topnv évren-
Bev katnyogovv aixung, 0 d¢ Tewoag adavng téwg éotiv (15)
axoL tnode NG ovyyeadmc.

(86.) Exeivog pév ovv oUtw O1) tax pev mabav,

TQ D¢ Kol O oaG TV Katnyogiav éXOviwy, TolovTw On
TéAeL TOV Blov KaTéAVoe: TO D& TEQL EKELVOV OTQATOTEDOV,
péon Hév Tvar €Ml TAG oikelag matoidag ameAnAvbeoav
adavag, To d& TAEloTOV EQOG TOLS TUETEQOLS TTEOTEDETO" (5)
Kal MLV 1) MEOG TOV AUTOKQATOQA ETtaveADELV Tt oTEATED-
pata, 1) ToL TVEAVVHTAVTOG EKTIEUTETAL KEPAAT) kal OG
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kaBameel Tivog kKaAvTToVTOC ATtaAAaryelc KOuaTog Kal

Boaxv T é€avamvevoag, T HEv Oeq evxaQLoTNEIOVS dva-
TéUTEL Gwvag, TV O€ Ye kepaAnv év petewpw Tov peyaiov (10)
Oeatoov myvuoLy, we av éxolev EVUMavVTES Kal OgewOev
TaUTNV Ot TOAAOD HEOOV TOL A€Q0G OQAV.

MuxoA WeAdde, Xpovoypadia, ed. E. Renauld, Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’un siécle de Byzance (976-1077) 2 (Paris
1928), 1, 2-6, 12.

Translation: This George Maniakes was not a servant who had suddenly become a strategos and was not one of those people
who serve as promoters with their trumpets and the following day they become the commanders of the army. He started step
by step and gradually ascended to the rank of strategos after assuming all the intermediate titles because he deserved it.
However, when he achieved something and gained his laurels, he would find himself chained and sent to prison by the
emperor. On the one hand he was sent as strategos holding absolute power in order to command the army, while, on the
other hand, he would be betrayed by those who led him to trouble. He captured Edessa and faced accusations; he was sent to
conquer Sicily and was recalled in the most humiliating way so that the island would not be occupied by him. I saw and
admired this man because nature had given him all the merits of someone who wanted to become a military leader. He was
ten feet tall and those who faced him raised their eyes high as if they looked at a hill or a summit. His face was neither
pleasant nor sweet, but looked like thunder. He had a loud voice and his hands were so strong that they could shake a wall
and shatter bronze gates. He was as vehement as a lion and he had a stern look. All his features confirmed and agreed with
the above, while his fame magnified his physical presence. All the barbarians were very much afraid of him, either because
they had seen or admired him or because they had heard of him and had been terrified. When we lost Italy and were deprived
of the most valuable part of the territory, the second Michael sent him to fight against those who had captured it and return
those regions to the imperial power. When I say ‘Italy’ I do not mean the entire peninsula but only the part that is closer to
us and has adopted the name of the entire country. When Maniakes arrived there with his soldiers, he started to implement
all kinds of strategies and it was obvious that he would turn the conquerors out. Moreover, he would repel the enemy’s
attacks with his own hands. But when Michael was dethroned and Emperor Constantine assumed power, whose history I
have decided to write, the latter should reward him [Maniakes] with all kinds of letters and crown him with myriads of
wreaths and, generally, do everything in order to recompense him. However, the emperor was completely indifferent and
filled Maniakes with suspicions about his power and future disasters. Even when he remembered him and learnt that he was
discontent and planned a revolt, he did not deal successfully with the problem. Instead of pretending that he ignored the
plans, he exploded against Maniakes as if the latter had already revolted. So he did not send representatives to wheedle, calm
and recall him to order, but, to say the least, to kill him or blame him for his discontent, almost whip him and lead him
chained to Constantinople. In charge of the mission was a man who was not experienced in similar situations and did not
have any political or military power; he was one of those scoundrels who suddenly found themselves in the palace. As soon
as he reached the revolter, who was in command of the army and worried about the reason of the representative’s arrival, he
did not made it clear to him that he was there in order to start peace negotiations nor had he informed him about his arrival.
He arrived without warning and, after rushing to him on horseback without saying anything about reconciliation, without
any introduction so that the discussion could be helped, he attacked openly showering abuses upon him and threatening
him. Maniakes grew certain about his previous suspicions and, fearing for an intrigue, became furious and raised his hand
to frighten him. The representative, as if he had already arrested him red-handed, blamed him for his audacity and told him
that he would not escape after such a serious crime. When Maniakes and his army realised there was no hope, they killed the
representative and, certain that the emperor would retaliate, revolted. Because Maniakes was brave and a great military
governor, his army was flooded with both underage and old men and not only with people eligible for the army. However,
because Maniakes knew that strategy and experience, and not numbers, won victories in battles, he gathered the most
experienced men, with whom he had captured lots of cities and loot and captives, and landed on the opposite bank as he had
escaped the attention of the ships surveying the coast. None of those who had been sent against them dared to confront him,
but let him advance undisturbed. These were the actions of Maniakes. As for the emperor, when he was informed about the
murder of his representative and the desperate deed of Maniakes, he gathered a big army against him. Then, he was afraid
that the commander of that army, after he had managed to iron out the revolter, could take advantage of his deed and
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become an even more reboutable renegade, as he would command a huge army that could help him achieve anything he
wanted. That is why he did not give the command to some of his bravest strategoi, but to an eunuch loyal to him, but who
was not respected by anybody. The latter left Constantinople and marched against the revolter with a big army. When
Maniakes learnt that the entire Byzantine army was against him, he was not afraid either by the number of his opponents or
the extent of the mobilisation. He only thought about the usurpation of the throne and tried to take his opponents by
surprise when they were still disorganised. He suddenly appeared in front of them, for his army marched without transport
facilities. When the opponents managed to draw up and resist, they faced the rage of the man who was said to be impossible
to face. Maniakes was shouting dreadful war cries and crossed the army on horseback spreading fear to all who faced him.
He immediately scatered his opponents thanks to his bravery, but was defeated by a superior will, which remains a
fathomless mystery to all us mortals. As he rattled and surrounded our troops fiercely, he scattered the dense phalanx of our
soldiers, while the entire army was cut up. He then suddenly suffered a serious and deep blow on the right side and his
blood started to flow. As if he had not felt the blow and had only seen his blood flowing, he put his hand on the wound
and, on realising it was a fatal blow, lost all his hopes and tried to return to his camp walking away on the troops. But he
was unable to ride his horse, as his body was very weak and he felt dizzy. He heaved a soft sigh and after he left the reins
and slipped off the saddle, he dropped dead. It was a deplorable sight. Even when they saw him dead, our soldiers did not
manage to find their lost courage; they pulled on the reins fearing that what they saw was a trick. Finally, when they
realised that Maniakes’ servant had fled and the horse ran free among the soldiers, they all rushed to the dead man and were
amazed at the area his body occupied. They cut his head and took it to their commander. Later, many people claimed that
they had killed Maniakes, while there were lots of invented versions of his death. As there was no way to find if this is true,
a story was invented about some unknown riders who darted up to him and beheaded him. However, these fables are not
grounded. As for the wound on his side, it had been caused by a spear, although the perpetrator remains unknown until
today. This is how his life came to an end, while he had repeatedly suffered injustices and had committed few of the things he
was accused of. As for his army, some soldiers escaped secretly to their birthplaces, although most of them joined our forces
and, before the troops returned to the emperor, the revolter’s head was sent to him. The emperor, as if he had got rid of a
wave that had covered him, took a deep breath and thanked God. He put the head at the highest point of the Hippodrome so
that everybody could see it even from afar.

3. Michael Attaleiates
3.1. Reference and Evaluation of the Activity of George Maniakes in Sicily
MixomA AttaAeiarng, lotooia, ed. 1. Bekker, Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (Bonn 1853), 8, 18-9, 15:

Aot ta Pwpaiwv oknrtoa dLémovtog oL g eVoeBovg

A€ewg PaoAéws MixamA, @ matols 1 twv IadpAayovwv €y-
vwoltleto émapxia, katemoAeun0n 10 twv Ayaonvwv GpvAov (20)
mEOG £omépay &v LikeAla vavtkais te kai melukais Popaicov

(9.) duvapeor kat et ur) dxBANOeic el TLEAVVIDOG O TV OTEA-
mylav v 6Awv éumotevBels I'ecytog éxetvog 0 Mavidicng

&K péoov yéyove, kal dAAoLS dvetéOn tax ToL TOAEpOL, KAV

Um0 Popaiolg €téAet vovi vijoog oUtw peyaAn kat meopontog
Kol TOAeoL TteQLeCwopévn Heylotals Kal twv dAAwv xonotav (5)
00UdEVOG amodéovoa. VOV d¢ 0 POOVOG Kal TOV AvdEa KAl TG
MEAEELS KAl TOOOVTOV KATELQYATATO €QYOV: AlOXQWS YOQ Kal
AYEVVQC POVAELOAUEVWV TWV DOTEQOV OTQATN YWV LV aVTH
Kol 0 MAEIOTOV ToD oTEaTeVATog aToAwAet Pwpalols. ov

pnv 8¢ aAAX Kot of mote VAot kat T loomoArteiog Nutv (10)
OUHHETEXOVTES, WG Kal avTthg NG Oonokeins, AABavol kol
Aativot 6oot peta v éomeplav Paunv toig TtaAwoic mAn-
gxlovot Hépeat, TTOAEULOL TTAQAAOYWTATOL EXONUATIONY EUTIE-
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TIOLOWVIKOTOG EIC TOV AQXOVTA TOVTWV TOV TOTE TNV OTQATN-
Yiov iB0vovtog MixanA dovkog tov Aokelavov. (15)

MixonA Attadeiarng, lotooia, ed. I. Bekker, Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (Bonn 1853), 8, 18-9 15.

Translation: As soon as the deceased Emperor Michael, who came from the province of Paphlagonia, had assumed the
throne in Byzantium the Arabs of the West were defeated in Sicily by the Byzantine infantry and fleet. If the chief strategos,
the deceased George Maniakes, had not been wrongly accused of revolt, and had not been eliminated so that the war could
be made by others, the large and famous island, which is adorned with big cities and does not lack anything, would be
under the Byzantines today. But envy destroyed the man and his actions as well as this great task, because the strategoi that
succeeded him were so inefficient and coward that the largest part of the army was lost together with the island. Moreover,
the once allies and subjects of our country as well as our Christian brothers, Albanians and Latins who inhabit the Italian
land to the south of Rome, became our bitter enemies because of the bad behaviour of the then strategos, the duke Michael
Dokeianos, towards their leader.

3.2. Discharge of George Maniakes and Appointment as Katepano of Italy

& yaye yap kal g xooviag ¢poovoag (15)

v te Kovotavtivov éketvov tov AaAaoonvov, wg UmonTov
meot TG Pacideiag év mOgyw anokAeloBévta mapdi Tov Betov
avToV, Kol TOV atoikiov €ketvov I'ecpylov tov Maviakny,
OV Kol TQ TV HAYIOTEWV TETIUNKWS AELWHATL KAl KATETAVW
TtaAiag mpoexelploato.

MixomA Attadeidng, lotopia, ed. 1. Bekker, Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (Bonn 1853), 11, 15-20.

Translation: Moreover, [Michael V] freed from their long imprisonment the deceased Constantine Dalassenos, who had been
accused of instigating a coup and had been imprisoned by his uncle Michael V in a castle, as well as George Maniakes, who
had been awarded the title of magister and had been appointed as katepano of Italy.

3.3. Return of George Maniakes from Magna Graecia to the Capital

Evegyetikdtegog d¢ tov mpoPePacidevkdtoc 6 Movoud-

Xo¢ amodetxBelc, kal mavtag oxedov PacAkols aélwpaot kat
dwonuaot Prrotipols dnooepvovag, 1yabuve to Omrkoov- €&-
aldvng d& VEDOG €k TG E0TEQAG EYEIQETAL TETOLYOS Kl OAE-
Ootov kal mavwAeOpolav avte kat ¢ Pacdelag anéAaoty (15)
QATEELAODY, AVI)Q AlHOXAQNG Kkal yevvaiog, O meopvnpovevdelg
T'ecdboylog, @ Maviakng émavupov, €k g TtaAuc aoxns
EMAVAOTAG HETA TOV EKELTE OLVOVTWYV OTATIWTAV Pwpaiwv
Kkat AABavaov, dix mapdeaoty ToL Pacdéws dviadeic kal
mponynoapévag éxoag pet avtov dedlwe. kat T pév Aotna (20)
TV CUVAVINOAVTIWY OTEATEVUATA OLVETAQAEE KAl KATEPAAE,
1RO dVO d¢ g OeToaAOVIKNG THEQWV OTOATOTEDEVOAILEVOG
mepl deiAnv olav EooPaAAeL T peyioTw Paciding otoato-
(19.) méde- ki yo v E£e0TEaTEVUEVOS O Tt PATIAEWS ATto-
otaleic peta v Popaikwv duvapewv eig avtimapdtaliy.

kat MoAA& dpdoag TolS PATIAIKOIS OTRATIWTALS, KAL KATATIAT)-
Eag ) avumolotw ToUToL GOPA KAl TOLS OIKELOXEIQOLS TTAN-
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yaic (kat yoe o0tog To0 mAjfovg mpoemoAépel e Kot Tooe- (5)
KLVOUVEVE, kKal ovk NV OG T Gaoydvew ToUToL TQAVHATIOOELS

oV T NUioeL kal TAE(OVL TTEQLEQOTYVUTO CWHATL TOLODTOG
AKATAYWVIOTOS KAl 0TaB10g €YIvwokeTo, péyag OHOL Kat ev-
oUVWTOG Kat TV OPrv GpoPeog kabloTapevog, Kav tais Bov-
Aaic dadépwv), Kat katopbwoat v viknv 1101 tote ka- (10)
taAelpOels, kat maga Twv mMAeloTwv Evavtiov émevpnpove-
VOG, &ML TEAEL TV AYWVWV TOD (MMOL AVTOUATWS KATEQQEV-

oev, ola T ToD Beob kolpata, kat aBuyrg €xelto, okalwoiav

elvat 10 mEaypa Twv avtifétwy olopévwv kat codPlopa. wg

0¢ MaEeYLUVOLTO TO &AANBEG, ExdoapdvTes moAAOL keipevov av- (15)
oV €' €dadous katéAaPov, alpatt duxfeoxov Kai kaglov
EXovTa KaTa TG MAEVQAG. Tf) MTWOEL TOVLV AVTOD TV AU’
avTOV dIXoKEdAOOEVTWY, KAl MAALVTQOTIOV YEVOHEVNC TNG VIKNG,
enaviABov ol 1oL PaciAéws xapa Kol GOPw dUYNUATIKWS
OUVEXOHEVOL TG TIROTEQTHATL YAQ HUT) ETaxtopevoL to mav (20)
) Oela delix Emeyoadovrto.

MuxomA Attadewanng, lotopia, ed. 1. Bekker, Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (Bonn 1853), 18, 11-19, 21.

Translation: Monomachus proved more generous than the previous emperor and pleased his subjects by offering state
positions and valuable gifts to almost all of them. Suddenly a dark and terrible danger appeared from the West threatening to
eliminate and dethrone him. It was George Maniakes with his Byzantine and Albanian soldiers, a brave and bloodthirsty
man, who was on his way back from Italy, which he ruled. He was discontent because he had not been honoured by the
emperor and was afraid of their previous enmity. He had defeated all the troops he had found in his way. He camped within
a distance of two-day march from Thessaloniki and late in the afternoon he confronted the main body of the imperial forces
under their leader who had been sent by the emperor to confront him. His valour against the imperial soldiers was admired
by them, while his uncontrollable vehemence and the blows he delivered with his own hand (he fought in front of his
soldiers and his life was at risk on the front line) astonished them. All those who suffered his sword strokes were almost cut
in two, while he seemed so invincible, redoubtable and sturdy, as he was tall and big and very intelligent, that when he had
almost won the victory his opponents cheered him as an emperor. It was towards the end of the battle that he fell off his
horse, without reason, it must have been God’s will, and landed on the ground without being touched. His opponents
believed that it was some trick of his, but when they realised the truth, they ran to him and found him in blood because he
had been fatally wounded on his side. When his men saw that he was killed and they would be defeated, they were scattered,
while the imperial soldiers did not boast about their victory and returned full of joy and fear, believing that their victory had
come thanks to God’s intervention.

4. A Version of the Fall of Magna Graecia to George Maniakes and the Following Revolt

Kateox€0n d¢ 1) Aoyyipagdia eog tod Povpmégtov tovtov tov 1eomov. I'edgytog 6 Mavidkng Ml kKATaotAoeL TV €V
Tradia moaypatwv anootaldeic, maga T avyovotng Zwne Hayloteog TipnBeic, mooontawpioato pev Podyrkovg moAAovg,
KkaOnpéowoe d¢ kal Tovg A ToL Aokelavov kakwOévtag kal rjovxiav dyewv év ol Oéuaot g TtaAlag mageokevaoev:
£dedlegav Y avToOV mElRAV TNG AVTOL €V TOAEUOLS YEVVALOTNTOG EXOVTES. AVTAQaVTOG d& T Movoudxw kat
KQTNYWVIOUEVOD, OL HEV 0LV avT® mepatwBévtes @ Baoidetl dovAwBévtec Maviakatol te émwvopdoOnoav kat ) Pouaiov
moAAot évarépewvay, ot d¢ Aowrot €v Ttadlg vreAeipOnoav.

Yuvvextots lwavvov ZxvAitln, ed. EV. TooAakng, H Zvvéyewa e Xpovoypadiac tov lwdvvov ZxvAitCn (Toovpua MeAetwv
Xepoovrjoov tov Aipov 105, Thessaloniki 1968), 167, 6-16.

Translation: South Italy was conquered by Robert Guiscard as follows. When George Maniakes was sent to restore the the
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Italian matters to stability, after he was awarded the title of magister by Empress Zoe, he was followed by lots of Franks and
managed to calm those who had been harmed by Dokeianos and peacefully settle them in some of the themes of Italy, as they
were afraid of him because they knew that he was a very brave fighter. However, when he revolted against Monomachus
and was defeated, some of those who had followed him from Italy submitted to the emperor; they were renamed Maniakatoi
and remained in Byzantine territories, while the rest of them remained in Italy.

Xpovoroylo
3rd quarter of the 10th c.: Birth of Goudelios Maniakes.

Late 10th — early 11th c.: Birth of George Maniakes.

1st quarter of 11th c.: Birth of Theophylaktos Maniakes.

August 1030: George Maniakes repels an attack against Telouch. Commander of the cities along the Euphrates border.
Late October 1031: George Maniakes captures Edessa of Mesopotamia.

1034-1035: George Maniakes is transferred to Vaspurakan.

1038-1039: George Maniakes campaigns in Sicily, where he repeatedly defeats the Arabs.

1040: George Maniakes defeats the Arabs at Dragines and captures Syracuse. He is falsely accused by his second in command and is
imprisoned in Constantinople.

1042: George Maniakes is sent to S. Italy, where he defeats the Normans. He revolts because of conflicts with the imperial court.
Early 1043: The army of Maniakes lands on the Balkan Peninsula and marches against Constantinople.

Between April and June 1043: Death of George Maniakes during a battle against the imperial forces near Amphipolis of the Struma
River.

Summer 1057: General Theophylaktos Maniakes remains loyal to Emperor Michael VI but his forces fail to defeat the rebel Isaac
Komnenos in Asia Minor.



